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TAGS: EFIS, SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH FISHING VESSEL APPLICATIONS 

1 . APPLICATIONS FOR FISHING PERMITS FOR SPANISH VESSELS 
WERE RECEIVED IN THE DEPT 3/1/77. THEY WILL BE PRO- 
CESSED AND DELIVERED TO THE REGIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT 
COUNCILS FOR THEIR REVIEW, ALONG WITH OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTIES AND GOVT AGENCIES, LATE MARCH 2. THE COUNCILS 
SHOULD, DEPENDING UPON THE POSTAL SERVICE, RECEIVE THE 
APPLICATIONS 3/3/77. UPON RECEIPT, THE COUNCILS HAVE 
SEVEN DAYS IN WHICH TO REVIEW, COMMENT AND MAKE RECOM- 
MENDATIONS ON THE APPLICATIONS TO THE SECRETARY OF 
COMMERCE. AT THE END OF THAT TIME, MARCH 10, THE 
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE MAY DECIDE ON APPROVAL AND/OR 
DISAPPROVAL OF SPECIFIC PERMITS. WITH LUCK, WE SHOULD 
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THEREFORE BE ABLE TO ISSUE PERMITS TO APPROVED SPANISH 
VESSELS MARCH 11. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT IT COULD OCCUR 
BEFORE THAT. 

2. TWENTY-TWO SPANISH FISHING VESSELS ARE PRESENTLY IN 
THE PORT OF NEW YORK AWAITING THE COMPLETION OF THE 
PERMIT PROCESS. 
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3. SPANISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON TODAY INDICATED THAT THEY 
MAY MAKE HIGH LEVEL APPROACH TO DEPT ASKING FOR WAIVER 

OF 7-DAY REVIEW PERIOD. BASIC ARGUMENT WOULD BE ECO- 
NOMIC DISLOCATION HAVING SIGNED GIFA IN GOOD FAITH. 

SINCE THE CONGRESS IN ITS JOINT RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE GIFA HAS ALREADY SHORTENED THE REVIEW TIME FROM 
45 DAYS TO 7, DEPT CANNOT FURTHER SHORTEN THE REVIEW. 

POST WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 

VANCE 
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